Incorporating environmental health into practice: the expanded role of the occupational health nurse.
Principles of environmental health relevant today were taught by Florence Nightingale and helped shape early nursing practice. Since then, nursing's emphasis shifted, but is now returning to its historical roots in environmental health. A broad understanding of environmental health is essential for all health professionals. Occupational health nurses are in a unique position to apply environmental health concepts in their practices. Occupational health nurses should be familiar with models that integrate environmental health, pollution prevention, and worker safety and health to develop strategies within their own worksites and industries, and expand their role in environmental health.